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Part way through Lent again already! Looking at Lenten resolu-
tions? Struggling to stick to Lenten penances? Hoping to make 
more of an effort nearer Easter? Looking at our lives and won-
dering how to make them more what we would like them to be? 
At least, we recognize we are not perfect. We are not as God has 
invited us to be. Yet Easter is there, whether we deserve it or not. 
God continues to invite. God never gives up on us. It is never too 
late. Jesus died and rose again and invites us to share his life even now. The Good 
News. The Best News!

In Algeria, 150 years ago, Cardinal Lavigerie must have had similar thoughts. He knew 
himself to be imperfect, yet as a priest, a bishop, a Christian, he had been offered this 
Good News and he wanted to share it with everyone. He had been entrusted with the 
pastoral care of the Christians (French and others) in North Africa, but the Good News 
was not something to be hidden away. God loves us, no matter who we are or where. 
The Cardinal’s equivalent of shouting this from the rooftops was to found missionary 
congregations to speak out and live out this Best News wherever they could on the Con-
tinent of Africa. So he founded the Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers) in 1868 and 
the Missionary Sisters of Our Lady of Africa (White Sisters) in 1869 and sent them out. 
Across the Sahara. Through East Africa to the lakes in Central Africa. Into West Africa. 
Into danger, and the unknown, but also into life.
Some lives of missionaries were and are heroic. Some less so. Some tried very hard to 
live up to the ideals of Lavigerie and his Master. Some were less successful.  Most tried 
their best, and that is all the Master asked. He saw his disciples in the Garden of Geth-
semane overcome with sleep, but they were with him. They had left their homes and 
followed him. It was for love of them that he was to let himself be taken, crucified, buried 
and after 3 days, to be raised to the New Life.  Then, after Pentecost, invigorated by the 
Spirit, they proclaimed that all are called to be children of God, brothers and sisters of 
Jesus Christ, brothers and sisters of one another.

The people of Africa (like all other people) still need this invitation. Corruption, oppres-
sion, discrimination, violence and hatred exist in Africa. Sharing, joy, faith, love, human 
solidarity and respect are also to be found in Africa. For 150 years, the sons and daugh-
ters of Lavigerie have tried to promote the latter and combat the former. Today, new 
generations of (mainly African) young missionaries are continuing the task. Accepting 
the invitation to risk loving and leaving their comfort zones to reach out. 
This year 35 new Missionaries of Africa have taken their Missionary Oath. They are from 
Africa, Asia, and South America. Why not England, Ireland, Scotland, Wales?  Is the 
Easter Promise only for others?
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                       by Fr. Frank Nolan MAfr

There is a long tradition among Christians of the better off helping their poorer 
brothers and sisters. We read in the Acts of the Apostles (chapter 6) how in the 
first community of Christians there was a distribution of food to the widows. In the 

time of Gregory the Great, Church 
lands in Sicily provided wheat, dis-
pensed freely to the poor in Rome. 
This traditional practice of charity is 
flourishing in Kenya.
  Nairobi is a rapidly growing me-
tropolis with a population of four 
million people, about a third of 
whom are Catholic. The parish of 
Our Lady Queen of Peace serves 
some fifteen thousand people who 

comprise a wide social mix. The Golden Gate estate, for instance, houses mid-
dle class officials and professionals with secure employment and salaries. The 
parish also includes a part of the Mukuru slum in which seven hundred thousand 
people live in tiny corrugated iron shacks with only communal access to water 
and sewage facilities. Some there have jobs paying modest wages in factories 
and building sites. Others try to scrape a living such as peddling goods to car 
drivers delayed in traffic jams, by casual and irregular employment as launderers 
and house cleaners, or in building and construction. Many families depend on 
such casual daily employment. The wages are only a few dollars, barely suffi-
cient to provide food for a family for 
one day. If one is sick or unlucky 
and unable to find employment that 
day, then the provision of food is 
immediately a problem.
  The parish church has a capacity 
for fifteen hundred people and is 
full for most of the nine Sunday 
Masses. A large parish structure 
is necessary for the celebration 
of Sunday and daily Masses, the        Our Lady Queen of Peace Parish

Donated foodstuffs

Small Christan Communities and Social Welfare in Nairobi
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administration of the sacraments, 
preaching the Word, the organisation 
of religious education in the schools, 
the instruction of catechumens.  
There are also many parish groups 
and sodalities (Youth groups, choirs, 
Legion of Mary, single parents, Cou-
ples for Christ, Young Professionals, 
Vocations Group, Pioneers, etc. 
etc.). 
  Yet Africa is a highly personal soci-

ety. None attending Sunday Mass can know more than a small proportion of their 
fellow worshippers. Nor is everyone a member of a parish group. So throughout 
East Africa, to enhance the daily life of the faithful, and develop the communal 
character of the Church, every Christian belongs to a Small Christian Commu-
nity, consisting of a group of Christian households living close together in the 
same neighbourhood. Each SCC is named after a patron saint and elects its 
own leaders.  In the parish of Our Lady Queen of Peace there are thirty-four of 
these small Christian Communities. In the slums they possess their own prayer 
house for weekly meetings. During the service a passage of the gospel is read 
and discussed. Then news is exchanged, plans made for celebrations, visiting 
the sick, sharing in the Sunday liturgy, arranging the baptism of infants, caring for 
catechumens and other pastoral activities. The meeting is always interspersed 
with prayers and hymns for the peo-
ple are nothing if not musical. An 
evening Mass is said in each of these 
small communities twice a year, and 
on the patron saint’s feast day. 
  At each of the parish Masses on 
Sunday, one of the small Christian 
communities brings a variety of food-
stuffs at the offertory for distribution 
to the poor. These might be maize or 
wheat flour, rice, salt, sugar, beans, 
vegetables. Used clothes are also collected and distributed.  The distribution 
is in the hands of the parish Social Welfare Committee. Every SCC contributes 
a member and it meets twice a year to oversee the work done and draw up 

Waiting their turn for food

Needy Parishioners
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names of the needy: old people, widows, and 
the handicapped. The weekly distribution is in 
the hands of its executive committee consist-
ing, at the moment, of Father Johnson, an as-
sistant priest in the parish, Sister Mary Choge 
of the Assumption Sisters of Eldoret, and three 
lay faithful, one of whom is the chairman.
  I was present recently at a distribution. This 
takes place weekly on a Tuesday morning. The 
weekly distribution starts with a very short, sim-
ple service consisting of an Our Father and a 
Hail Mary. A list of thirty-eight needy people had 
been drawn up.   Each person received four ki-
los of maize flour.  (This is the main ingredient 

of the staple food “ugali” eaten with vegetables and/or meat.) Altogether a hun-
dred and sixty kilograms (a little over three hundredweight) were distributed to 
forty people, for there are always a few extra. Many people depend on casual 
daily employment.  The wages are only a few dollars, barely sufficient to provide 
food for a family for one day. If one is sick or unlucky and unable to find someone 
to employ them for housework, laundry, etc., then the provision of food is imme-
diately a problem.
  The amount of food contributed and distributed varies from year to year. This 
year, 2017, has been a difficult year. Drought has reduced food crops, and infla-
tion has been high. In a more prosperous year, a larger amount of food is availa-
ble for distribution. The photographs illustrating this article give an example from 
a previous year when a larger number 
of people were helped with a greater 
amount of food.
  Apart from the weekly collection of 
food, there are occasional gifts of cash 
and the Sunday collections during 
Lent. These enable the Social Welfare 
com
mittee to extend its activities. Thus, it 
is able to sponsor the education of a 
certain number of schoolchildren. Here in Kenya, primary education is not free. 
Although the cost of fees and uniforms might seem modest, it is beyond the 

Fr. Johnson and Sr. Mary

Typical offering
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means of some families.  The 
committee pays the five thou-
sand shillings a term (about fifty 
US dollars) and provides mon-
ey for school lunch - a dollar a 
week.   The education of a doz-
en secondary school children is 
also financed.
  Other parish Charity projects 
include a library for schoolchil-
dren, a dressmaking school, a 
bookshop and a self-help group 

providing micro-loans for 
small businesses.
The Catholics in the local 
prison make up a small 
Christian Community. 
This brings to the parish’s 
attention the needs of the 
prisoners. It asked for and 
received  chairs, toiletries 
and napkins. 
From the remand section, 
where prison uniforms are 
not provided, have come 

requests for clothes.  The parish pastoral team, with Sister Mary, visit and give 
help to the sick. This is additional to the sacramental visits by the priests.
  All the volunteers who work on the social welfare programmes are expected 
to imitate and reflect the life of Christ, bringing honour to the reputation of the 
Church, and commending the gospel by their lifestyle. Twice a year they have a 
retreat led by one of the priests serving the parish.
   One Sunday, while visiting a parish in England for a mission appeal, I was 
asked if the better off people in Africa help their own poor. 
       Judge for yourself.

Ladies getting food for their families

Our Lady, Queen of Peace, Nairobi
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At the beginning of October last year, I left Khartoum and travelled to Nairobi in 
Kenya. I had received a new appointment as Provincial Secretary and would join 
the team in Nairobi. I took my personal items and sent the rest in a trunk. I stayed 
only a few days before heading back to Britain for some holidays.
Kenya is a neighbour of Sudan but it is so very different! Like all African coun-

tries, Sudan is currently experiencing 
economic and demographical difficul-
ties. The presence in the country of so 
many refugees from South Sudan poses 
difficulties which are not destined to be 
resolved very soon. The warring parties 
and the various militias seem in no way 
ready to sit down and discuss 

their differences. In our parish in Hajj 
Yousif, a suburb of the capital, most of those returning from the South were 
suffering from various forms of trauma – both physical and psychological. Af-
ter Independence in 2011 and af-
ter years of absence due to the 
long civil war, they had begun to 
rebuild their lives. Renewed fight-
ing and violence, however, broke 
out in 2013 and once again many 
thousands had to flee to the North. 
Many came back to our parish in 
Khartoum. Their possessions gone, 
they managed to find a place to stay 
and something to eat in the homes 
of relatives, but they were simply un-
able to pay for school fees for their children or for visits to the doctor. We were 
able to assist them in these two areas of need. Such were the sad and miserable 
conditions in which I left those good people last October.
The years I have spent in Sudan have surely helped form and shape me as a per-
son and as a priest and now they have come to an end. All of us grow older … I 
was already well into my 40s when I first came to Sudan in 1991. The country was 

Fr. Paul in Hajj Yusuf

Dancing in the Sunday Liturgy

Leaving Khartoum by Fr Paul Hanon, MAfr
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in the thick of a cruel civil war, forcing millions to be displaced from their lands in 
the South and to settle around the big towns in the North. It was these displaced  
people who were our parishioners 
when I arrived in New Halfa. Various 
non-governmental organisations and 
some church aid agencies gave us 
food, medicines and some emergency 
building materials which we distribut-
ed among the poor. We were only two 
confreres in the community.
I had already acquired some basic 
knowledge of Arabic before coming 
to Sudan during my teaching years in 
Algeria and in Qatar. What the people 
now before me were speaking, however, was something quite different! I un-
derstood almost nothing! I needed more than a year of practice – listening and 
speaking – and the help of a local teacher, David Deng, before being able to 
understand the people and express myself in their spoken Arabic. 
New Halfa was situated at the centre of a huge irrigation scheme – sugar being 
the main crop grown. Water everywhere all year round – mosquitoes and wa-

terborne diseases were ever 
present. There were periods 
of great sickness among the 
people – and once an epi-
demic of cholera. I got my fair 
share. In 1997, I had a serious 
heart-attack which, thankfully, 
I survived. I managed to reach 
London where a triple by-pass 
operation was performed. 
Within 6 months, I was back in 
Sudan – in our parish in Hajj 

Yousif, Khartoum. Since then, I 
spent three short periods assisting in the parish and I worked for some years 
at PISAI in Rome, in Nairobi and in London in a variety of administrative and 
teaching posts. 

Mass Procession

Congregation Hajj Yusuf
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     by Fr Douglas Momanyi Ogato, MAfr

Recently, in the company of two parish council members, we left for a 3-day pas-
toral visit to Mapepala sub-parish. This sub-parish is 84 kilometers away from the 
main centre where we live. It is sub-divided into four centres. Two of them, Misen-
ga and Kabale, are across the Luombwa River, 40 and 30 kilometers respectively 

from the sub-parish centre. Access-
ing Misenga and Kabale is only by 
boat and bicycle. These centres are 
have very low literacy rates.
Arriving in Mapepala at midday, the 
catechist and some church council 
members were waiting for us. They 
helped us unload our luggage, then 
loaded the 5 bicycles for our tour of 

Misenga and Kabale. After 20 kilometers passing through scattered villages, we 
eventually reached a place where we could park our pick-up, and jump on our 
bicycles. Cycling 9 kilometres, we arrived at the banks of the Luombwa River. A 
young man was waiting to help across in a simple canoe. The river is about 15 
metres wide and 7 metres deep; home to fish, hippos and crocodiles! Although 
afraid of crossing, we relied on the young man, since he has been helping peo-
ple across for years. I was really impressed by his skill 
punting. We paid him and asked him to come back for 
us in the evening. More cycling on a meandering path 
led us to Misenga at about 2 o’clock. A few Christians 
had already gathered for Mass at 4:30. We greeted 
them and proceeded to Kabale, promising to return for 
Mass. Another 10 kilometres cycling under the hot Oc-
tober sun brought us to Kabale. The Christians were 
already gathered in church for the sacrament of Pen-
ance followed by Mass. The liturgy was lively, singing 
accompanied by drums and dancing. 

After Mass, we held a meeting with church leaders, par-
ents and children to hear about the literacy project we had begun in their Centre. 
They were enthusiastic. They use their church as a classroom and 52 children 

Fr. Douglas  Ogato

En route for Misenga

Literacy project in Serenje parish, Zambia
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have been enrolled and are already learning. The 
local communities, both Catholic and non-Catholic, 
have embraced the project wholeheartedly. One 
parent said, “Father, everyone in the villages has 
welcomed the school project with two hands”. Since 
virtually everyone is a subsistence farmer, the par-
ents pay with farm produce. A community member 
with some formal education, has voluntarily offered 
to help in teaching. 
The people had formed a committee to see the 
chief to ask for land for a basic community school. 
He agreed, so they have begun making bricks to 
construct a permanent classroom on the site. Their 
enthusiasm was impressive. To motivate them, I 
pledged 10 bags of cement paid for by a confrere 

in England who had read about our project. They 
were overjoyed. 
We cycled home overjoyed. We were putting 
integral evangelization into practice, ministering 
to the people of Kabale through the sacraments 
AND in their daily life. 
Pope Paul VI wrote, “evangelization would not 
be complete if it did not take account of the un-
ceasing interplay of 
the Gospel and a per-
son’s concrete life, 
both personal and 
social”. Our literacy 
project, anchored in 
the Social Teaching 
of the Church, is part 

of our proclamation of the Good News to the people 
of Kabale 
The future of many children looks not only bright, but 
promising. 
Equally for the Church, for they are the Church of 
tomorrow! Crocodiles? Hippos?

    We trust the boatman

          Landing safely
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There is a saying, “What goes round comes round.” Here I was again last Oc-
tober in Hajj Yousif ready to leave. My health was no longer as good as it had 
been and during those last few months in Sudan I really felt and suffered from the 

overpowering heat of Khartoum. 
It was time I left, so as to be able 
to offer my services – for a few 
more years (?) –in a post a little 
less demanding from the health 
point of view. This was to be my 
post as Provincial Secretary in 
Nairobi. 
My first years in Sudan were 
spent in a community of just 
two confreres – in that remote 
parish of New Halfa. Due to a 

lack of personnel, we had to hand it over to the diocese in 2000.  And here we 
were again – just two confreres together in the community. When I left, however, 
Fr. James would not be left alone. Two young, newly ordained confreres, have 
been appointed to Sudan. They must first study Arabic for one year in Cairo. In 
the meantime, a diocesan priest 
was to stay with James and help 
him in the running of this big par-
ish.

Saying goodbye is never easy, 
but I give thanks to God for those 
years spent among the poor and 
the traumatised in New Halfa 
and  Khartoum. But since leaving 
Sudan last October, events have 
taken an unexpected turn. I was to 
spend two months on leave in Britain  for rest and a check-up with the doctor 
before beginning my new job in Nairobi. I celebrated my 70th birthday at home 
with my family and friends at the beginning of November.
When I first came home, I was reasonably fit, even able to do my 10 km walk 

 Sand storm in Khartoum

      Congregation at Mass

Man proposes... Fr. Paul Hanon MAfr



13

around Ealing on more than one 
occasion. However, during No-
vember I grew increasingly breath-
less to the point where I had to 
seek medical help. I was no longer 
able to walk more than a few me-
tres without gasping for breath. I 
was due to see the doctor a few 
days before the scheduled depar-
ture for Nairobi, but so alarmed 
was the doctor in the surgery at 
my shortness of breath that she 

ran to get the oxygen and called an am-
bulance! Instead of catching that plane 
for Nairobi, I spent the weekend in Eal-
ing Hospital being checked out for every 
possible disease. 
Nothing much has changed in two 
months. I have had multiple scans and 
tests to find out what is wrong. Unfortu-
nately, this coincided with an outbreak of 
‘flu and infections, especially among the 
elderly, and a cold spell during which the Health Service has been under great 
pressure (seriously undermanned and underfunded – whatever the politicians 
say). I still await the results of tests and appointments with specialists. 

I have learnt this week that what I have is emphyse-
ma, a disease of the lungs. Just why and how this 
came upon me so suddenly, I do not know.    
The Lord’s ways are indeed mysterious and wonder-
ful. He knows best and I place myself totally in his 
good hands. ‘

The best laid schemes o’ Mice an’ Men, 
Gang aft agley...’ wrote Burns. 

How true!  
     I ask you for the support of your prayers, as I 
face this new challenge. I assure you of mine.

               Fr Paul and altar servers

Lively liturgies

Grapes from our garden
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This year we Missionar-
ies of Africa welcomed 
35 new members into 
our Society. 18 were 
studying in Merrivale, 
South Africa. Some-
times when we see pho-
tos of young Mission-
aries of Africa at their 
ordinations they all look 
nearly the same. Most 
are Africans, about the 
same age, dressed the 

same way (suits or habits) and about the same size. What we forget is that each 
is an individual who has answered 
Christ’s call, each with his own back-
ground, history, character and gifts. 
Each has had his own struggle to get 
to where he is.
Different languages, homes which 
were peaceful and secure or in the 
midst of war, reasonably well-off or 
coming from famine and poverty. 
When they move from one place to 
another, they frequently have had to 
learn new languages, new ways of living, as well as getting used to new people.
  To highlight the differences I asked two of my friends/confreres (Francis Eze 
from Nigeria and Eric Kambale from Congo) to write very briefly about each con-
frere. It might seem like a long list. Please, think of it as an invitation to see these 
young men as individuals and to pray for them, perhaps choosing just one or 
two to pray for daily. It can be your way of getting involved in the Mission. Editor.

The 15th and 16th December 2017 were joyful days for the Society of the Mis-
sionaries of Africa (White Fathers) because 18 candidates here in South Afri-
ca took the Missionary Oath, and so become officially family members of the 
Society of the Missionaries of Africa, then they were ordained deacons in view 

18 in suits

18 in habits

Joyful Days by Francis Eze MAfr
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of the priesthood. An historic event 
marking 150 years of the Society of 
the Missionaries. 
These new confreres of the Society 
of the Missionaries of Africa have 
been preparing for this in different 
parts of Africa for up to 11 years. 
Postulancy/Philosophy/Spiritual 
Year/Pastoral Experience/Theology.        

I   have been asked to present you 
briefly, 9 of these new confreres. 
Victor Sambari Sanou from Burkina Faso. Philosophy - Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso, Spiritual Year – Bobo-Dioulasso, Burkina Faso, then 2 years in St Anne’s 
Parish, Kasama, Zambia. Victor is gifted in animating people and in agriculture. 
Justin Ramde from Burkina Faso. Philosophy - Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, 
Spiritual Year - Kasama, Zambia, then working 2 years South B Parish, Nairobi, 
Kenya. Justin is a humble brother 
who is at the service of all. 
Martin Somda from Burkina Faso. 
Philosophy - Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso, Spiritual Year - Kasama, Zam-
bia, then 2 years pastoral work in 
Henley Parish, KwaZuluNatal Prov-
ince, South Africa. Martin is a good 
driver and agriculturist.  
Robert Ouedraogo from Burkina 
Faso. Philosophy - Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso, Spiritual Year - St Mbaaga For-
mation Centre, Arusha, Tanzania, then 2 years pastoral experience at the parish 
of St Pierre in Cyahafi, Kigali, Rwanda. Robert is a good singer and horticulturist. 
Jean-Baptist Kolman Todjro from Togo. Philosophy - Ouagadougou Burkina 
Faso. Spiritual Year - Kasama Zambia. He remained in Zambia working for 2 
years at St Lawrence’s parish, Lusaka. JB, as he is known, is an experienced 
computer engineer and a good cook. 
Philippe Dakono from Mali. He began Philosophy in Ouagadougou, Burkina 
Faso, continuing with his Spiritual Formation at Arusha, Tanzania. He worked 
for 2 years at Good Shepherd Parish, Lusaka, Zambia. Philippe is a good cook.

 Invoking the Holy Spirit

Francis swears unto death
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Maurice Odhiambo Aduol from Ken-
ya. Philosophy - Jinja, Uganda, then 
Spiritual Year - Bobo Dioulasso, Bur-
kina Faso. He worked for 2 years at 
Dombe, in Mozambique. Maurice is 
a fellow who is very generous in ren-
dering services to all in need. 
Stephen Beru from Ghana, began 
his Postulancy at Ibadan, Nigeria, 
Philosophy - Ejisu, Ghana, Spiritual 

Year - Kasama, Zambia. His 2 pastoral years were spent at the  “Pelican (Youth) 
Centre” in Ouagadougou, Burkina Faso. Steven is a trained teacher and an 
experienced fellow when it comes to maintenance. 
Francis Nchekwubechuku Eze from Nigeria. Five months preparation in Tamale, 
Ghana. 3 years - Ejisu, Ghana. Spiritual Year - Kasama, Zambia. Then 2 years 
pastoral work at Notre Dame de l’ Assomption Parish, Korhogo amongst the 
Senoufo, Ivory Coast. Francis is a lovely and dynamic person (even if he does 
say so himself! Editor.)
These very different young men now belong to an international, intercultural, 
missionary society, animated by the love for God and with a passion to serve hu-
manity in the African world. They proclaim that God is alive and at work amongst 
all peoples and ages. They have said a definitive YES in an ever changing, risk 
averse world.

                     by Eric Kambale, MAfr
We are grateful to God for the 
blessings He continues to shower 
on our little Society of Missionaries 
of Africa.  This year we witnessed 
His blessings as eighteen of us from 
Merrivale Formation House, btween 29 and 40 years of age, took our missionary 
oath and were ordained deacons. From different countries, we have all got to 
know people from different cultures, as we move from one stage to another of 
our formation. It is in the 2 years Pastoral Insertion where we really are in direct 
contact with all these different people,  

              Litany of the Saints

Nothing but Apostles

Our Diaconate  Ordination



17

Here are 9 of the 18.
Jean Paul Evi Basikaba from 
DR Congo. After Spiritual Year 
in Burkina Faso, he was sent 
to Kasamba  in Zambia, a 
place of Primary Evangeliza-
tion. Before learning the local 
language (ciBemba), he had to 
improve his English. With two 
months intensive English, then 
several months of IciBemba, 

he could immerse himself in the local culture. 
Elie Sango Nyembo from DR Congo. After his Spiritual Year in Lua Luo, Zambia 
he remained in Western Zambia, in the Parish of Namushakende  for his pastoral 
experience. 
Pierre Chanel Ulama Uponjuru from DR Congo. After Philosophy in Ghana, and 
Spiritual Year in Burkina Faso, he was sent to Nigeria for his pastoral experience 
in the parish of Oshobgo amongst the Yoruba. He studied Yoruba with a local 
family for three months. Despite the difficulties of the language, he was able to 
interact with the local people.
Jean Pierre Badjanga Titi from 
DR Congo. After his Spiritual 
Year in Burkina Faso, he was 
appointed to a Senoufo par-
ish in Korhogo, Ivory Coast for 
his pastoral experience. After 
learning the local language, he 
immersed himself in the culture 
of the people, an experience he 
found very fulfilling.
Silas Nsabimana from Burundi. After his Spiritual Year in Zambia, he was ap-
pointed to Ethiopia where he learnt Amharic. This means he can take part in 
welcoming our Ethiopian visitors who come to see our Ethiopian confreres.
Christopher Ngandu from Zambia. After Spiritual Year in Zambia, he was sent to 
Bolgatanga, Ghana where he learnt Gurunsi, the local language spoken by the 
Frafra people (despite breaking his arm soon after arriving). He is the eldest of 
our group.

Receiving the Gospels

The Missionary Oath
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Eric Kambale Hasivirwe from DR Congo. 
After Philosophy in Ghana and Spiritual 
Year in (ciBemba speaking) Zambia, I 
remained in Zambia, but in the East, in 
the ciChewa speaking parish of Lumim-
ba. Lumimba is located in the Game Re-
serve near the Luambe National Park. An 
amazing place where people welcome 
Missionaries. I learnt ciChewa for three 

months and loved the experi- ence. At 29 I am the youngest of the 18 deacons.

Shiby Dominic from India. 
After his Spiritual Year in 
Zambia he was appointed to 
Manzese in Tanzania  -a par-
ish since handed over to the 
Archdiocese - for his pastoral 
experience.  His first task was 
to learn kiSwahili , the nation-
al language without which no 
contacts can be made.

Ryan Contamina from the Philippines. After his Spiritual Year in Zambia, he was 
sent to Mua, Malawi. We Missionaries run a parish and a cultural centre there. 
Having studied arts in the Philippines, Ryan helped in designing and carving in 
the cultural centre. 

There you have 9 of the 18! 

Please remember to pray for us 
as we continue our journey.

Dominic from India

Ryan from the Philippines.

Eric from DRCongo
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A few Magazine issues ago, Fr. Tom Reilly MAfr., wrote about his experiences in 
Washington, USA, when he returned there after working many years in Zambia 
and India. At the time he was struggling to find his place, since “parish work is 
already covered by younger priests”. I asked him to keep in touch and let us know 
how he continues to answer Christ’s call when age and health issues enter the 
equation. This is what he wrote recently:

Dear Mike,
Greetings. I’m glad you like the photos that I sent to you. They were taken in 
the Judiciary committee rooms for The House of Representatives, and the U.S. 

Senate. In one photo I am wearing an Orange 
T-Shirt over my clerical collar at the Judiciary 
Committee, U.S. House of Representatives. 
The color “orange” was encouraged by the par-
ents of a teenager who was shot. She was an-
other innocent victim to gun violence. Orange 
is the color that hunters used when hunting to 
distinguish them from the deer. The parents 
were hoping that if/when violence with guns 

and gangs took place, the innocent ones would 
be spared. The teenager in this case was part of 
a group of students who had attended President 
Obama’s second inauguration.

MOMS Demand Action for Gun Sense in America 
adopted the color orange and put their message 
on orange T-Shirts. The MOMS has added the 

color “red” with a similar message. In the 2nd 
photos that I sent to you with me wearing red 
comes from the Judiciary Committee meet-
ing in the U.S. Senate.

MOMS was started by Mrs. Sharon 
Watts, a mother of one of the children in 
the Sandy Hook, Massachusetts killings. 

Fr. Tom in “orange”

Protest at the Capitol

MOMS march

A Retired Missionary Continues.
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Twenty-two of the twenty-six victims were children aged 5-7! One of the big 
supporters of MOMS is the former mayor to New York City, Michael Bloomb-
erg. You can go on line and see the MOMS organization. Their website is:                                                                     
MOMSDEMANDACTION.ORG 

MOMS was patterned after MADD or 
Mothers Against Drunk Drivers.

I counted 14 different groups that 
have a similar goal to MOMS. They 
reflect people’s desire for change in 

the face of so many senseless killings. 
The three mentioned specifically on 
Google are:
Brady Campaign; Coalition to Stop 
Gun Violence; and MOMS Demand 
Action for Gun Sense in America. Be-
cause of all this killing, people from a 
variety of backgrounds have come to-
gether to champion a change; to chal-
lenge the National Rifle Association 
(NRA). The NRA is quite influential 
for the politicians (they give campaign 
contributions!) 

   Remembering children gunned down
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Every US State has a MOMS chapter. 
Many of the MOMS in Texas, who own 
guns themselves, are also championing 
sensible gun legislation; that means in 
effect making background checks on 
anyone who tries to buy a gun over the 
counter (history of violence? history of 
mental instability? etc.). When I attend-
ed meetings of the MOMS whether in 
Congress or in some other location, 
the clear majority of those present have 

been women. These ladies are re-
ally the “movers and shakers” for 
change. The leaders are salaried, 
but the rest of us are, like me [a Fa-
ther, no less!], volunteers.   
One group that I believe was the 
forerunner to MOMS is the Brady 
Center. This group was founded by 
James Brady and his wife Sarah 
Brady in 1974. James Brady was a 
Secret Service agent. One function 
of the Secret Service is to protect 
the life of the President. In performing 

his duty, Mr. Brady was shot protecting former President 
Reagan. Now there is the Brady Campaign to Prevent 
Gun Violence.
Since so many killings use military type guns, the demand 
has increased for background checks, keeping a data 
base on individuals who are felons, mentally-ill, domestic 
abusers Did you know that if there is domestic abuse AND 
guns in the home, 70% of the time, the gun will be used to 
kill the spouse! 

Please remember these slaughtered children and their bereaved par-
ents in your prayers.

Congress hearing

A tiny number of innocents

  Fr. Tom in “red”
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from Fr Bonaventure Bwanakweri MAfr.
On 14th January 2018, the Missionaries of 
Africa celebrated 50 years of presence in 
Ethiopia. The celebrations started with Holy 
Mass, presided over by Abune Tesfasellas-
sie Medhin, Eparch of Adigrat, surrounded 
by Missionaries of Africa and priests and re-
ligious working in the Eparchy.
  In the 1960’s, Haile Mariam Kahsai, Arch-
bishop of Adigrat was so impressed by the 
way the White Fathers formed the students 
of the Melkite clergy in Jerusalem, he re-
quested a team of White Fathers for his di-
ocese, so in 1967 Fr. Kevin O’Mahony, Fr. 
Nicholas Gildas and Br. Max Gmur were sent 

to construct a major seminary and then begin 
teaching. These were joined in 1968 by Fr. Jose Bandres, 1970 by Fr. Gerry 
Stones and 1972 by Fr. Fritz Stenger. 
In 1974 there was a terrible famine in which millions died. Fritz Stenger was 
involved with getting food to the hungry. At the same time there was war with 
Eritrea and the Tigrean People’s Liberation Front against the Derg (the Marxist 
Government which had overthrown Emperor Haile Selasse). It was only in 1991 
that the Derg fell and Eritrea gained independence.
Because of the insecurity, the White Fathers had to close their house from 1974-
76.
  In 1979 Fr. Dietmar Lenfers, after 
leaving Totteridge, joined the team 
as Diocesan Treasurer and Philoso-
phy lecturer. 
The White Sisters had already ar-
rived in 1974, having been requested 
to start a local congregation of sis-
ters, but falling as it did in the time 
of war and famine, the White Sisters 
(after learning the local language) 
became involved in social and med- Confreres and Ethiopian clergy 

    By the Ethiopian Calendar

GOLDEN JUBILEE in ETHIOPIA
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ical services.
After the fall of the Derg, Kidanemariam 
Teklkehaimanot, Archbishop of Adigrat, 
requested the Missionaries of Africa to set 
up a school in Wukro to prepare students 
in Agriculture and Commerce. So Frs. Jose 
Bandres and Angel Olaran went there with 
a Swiss stagiare, Thierry Schelling, to set 
up St. Mary’s
In 1996 Fr. Stolorski (who had been in Alge-
ria) was also sent to St. Mary’s for Dialogue 
with Islam as well as Ecumenism with the 
majority Ethiopian Orthodox. It was at this 
time that vocations promotion to the Mis-
sionaries of Africa was permitted.

  In 2000 Archbishop Berhaneyesus of Addis 
Abeba (the capital) requested a Missionary of Africa community for Kombolcha 
in his diocese.
Many other Missionaries of Africa have 
passed through or are still working in Ethi-
opia. They are too numerous to mention 
here, but we thank them all for their work 
and dedication. By now the Missionaries 
of Africa have extended their apostolate 
to interreligious dialogue and ecumenism, 
Education, Justice/Peace/Integrity of Cre-
ation, street children and orphans, youth 
ministry, girls/women promotion, vocation 
promotion and university chaplaincy.
We have 6 ethiopian confreres : Yosef Gi-
day working in Kombolcha, Belete Fanta 
in Adigrat, Gazena Haile in Ghana, Sim-
eon Kalore  in Malawi, Addise Markos in 
Nigeria and Deacon Mekonen Girmay in 
Nairobi. There are 8 Ethiopian students in 
houses of formation in Kenya, South Afri-
ca, Tanzania and Ethiopia.

Adigrat Cathedral

 Confreres and sisters 
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  In his speech the Bishop of 
Adigrat sincerely thanked the 
Missionaries of Africa for their 
various contributions to the life 
of the Eparchy for the past 50 
years of their presence. He 
emphasised  their hard work 
and dedication in the formation 
and teaching at the Major Ma-
jor Seminary. He also praised 
the courage and resilience of 
the first missionaries especial-
ly when the conditions were tough in the country and praised their other apostolic 
activities The Bishop went on to remind the Missionaries of Africa that for the 
future it will be important to stick to their charism and identity so as to make a 

unique impact in the Eparchy especially 
by adapting their charism and apostolic 
engagements to the current realities and 
challenges of today’s society. In a special 
way, the bishop insisted on the formation 
of young people and families. These two 
areas are very important for our evange-
lization today in Ethiopia and in Africa as 
a whole.
  
  Fr Bonaventure Bwanakweri (Delegate 
Superior) replied that this 50 years anni-
versary is a time to look at our past with 
gratitude, thanking God for the many 
blessings showered upon us and the 
Eparchy of Adigrat. Also a time to live the 
present with great passion and  plan for 

the future with determination, enthusiasm and hope. He thanked the Eparchy, the 
priests and religious working in Adigrat and all the faithful of the Eparchy for their 
support, care and collaboration. 
He also extended a word of gratitude to the Ethiopian Orthodox Church and to 
the Muslims with whom we always try to live in peace.

Fr. Bonaventure

Guests and congregation
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 “In the city of Liverpool I have invited 
the Missionaries of Africa, more com-
monly known as the White Fathers, to 
take over the pastoral care of one of our 
parishes. They will be setting up a mis-
sion to specifically respond to the needs 
of our African brothers and sisters, and 
others of various ethnic origins, in the 
city”. So wrote Archbishop Malcolm Mc-
Mahon in his pastoral letter of October 
2017. And so the Missionaries of Africa 
in Great Britain 

                                                                                    are beginning a new venture from St. 
Vincent de Paul parish, Liverpool 1. 
  This is our first parish engagement in UK for many years. Between 1928 and 
1960 we did maintain a community at Heston in West London in the parish of Our 
Lady Queen of Apostles. However, the general policy of the Society until very 
recently was not to accept pastoral responsibilities outside Africa, so we had to 
leave Heston. Now, with the growth of the Church in Africa and with the changes 
throughout the world, we are adapting this policy to suit the times. Every six 
years we hold a General Chapter to reassess the life and work of our Society. 
In 2016 the General Chapter redefined our Society as, “an intercultural mission-
ary society with a family spirit: sent out to the African world and wherever our 
charism is needed.”   
  St Vincent de Paul parish, 
close to the city centre, in the 
shadow of the vast and impos-
ing Anglican Cathedral, is in the 
area of the city known as “The 
Baltic Triangle”. An area with 
both new and old housing, uni-
versity buildings and industrial 
premises, it is undergoing much 
regeneration.  
Whilst serving the parishioners 

St Vincent de Paul Church

Asylum Link 

A New Missionary Community in the Centre of the City of Liverpool
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and the Archdio-
cese of Liverpool, 
we hope to work 
with Fr. Peter Mor-
gan, the parish 
priest of the neigh-
bouring parish of St. 
Anne’s, Toxteth. Fr. 
Peter  already has 
a centre for asylum 

seekers and refugees, many of whom ar-
rive in a desperate state from Africa. We 
hope to learn from him and continue his 
good work. 
  Our General Chapter of 2010 recognised 
that our mission was no longer to be re-
stricted to the continent of Africa. Between 
the two chapters of 2010 and 2016, the 
missionaries based in the Provinces of 
Europe and the Americas especially, have become more alive to maintaining 
contact with and accompanying Africans who have migrated out of Africa. 
  The crisis faced by our Muslim brothers and sisters in these times is also a 
challenge to us. Our Society was founded in Algeria, a Muslim country, specifi-
cally to witness to God’s love for all the people of that country. The 2010 Chapter 
continued: “Certain situations and realities challenge us: the number of migrants 
living in irregular, vulnerable and poor situations; increasingly restrictive laws on 
immigration in many countries; a fear of Muslims”.   
  As a community, we will be at the service of the people of the parish, regular 
church-goers or not. We will seek to make new friendships with people of other 
faiths and none, especially those of the Islamic Faith. We intend to put ourselves 
at the service of those on the peripheries of the Church and of Society. 
As a community of three confreres, Fr. Ferdinand Van Campen, who worked in 
Ghana, Brazil and Tanzania, Fr. Terry Madden who worked in Burkina Faso and 
the Philippines, and an African confrere, yet to be appointed, we hope to give 
a specifically “Missionary of Africa” witness in Liverpool from the end of August 
2018.
  Fr.Terry Madden MAfr Provincial Delegate Great Britain 

St Vincent’s interior

Somali refugee march
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Your Privacy
In order to send you this magazine we hold your name and address 
on our mailing list.

We use this data solely for sending you our magazine and from 
time to time other communications.

We never give, sell or share your data with any other organisation.

You can OPT OUT at any time, stop receiving this magazine and have your 
name and address removed from our mailing list by:

  - writing to us by post at 
   15 Corfton Road, 
   LONDON, W5 2HP.
  - email to 
   corfton@mafrgb.org.uk
  
  - using the contact submission form on our website:               
   www.missionariesofafrica.org.uk 
  
  - using the Fundraising Preference Service website:   
   https://public.fundraisingpreference.org.uk/

The Missionaries of Africa (White Fathers) is a registered charity in
England and Wales No. 233302 
and in Scotland No. SC037981.
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Parents & Friends Association 

PA
RE

N
TS

 &

 FRIENDS ASSOCIATION

EVENTS
FUNDRAISERS: Friday  2 March 7.30pm
       Friday 11th May 7.30pm
       Friday 7th September 7.30pm
       Friday 16th November 7.30pm
REQUIEM MASS: Sunday 15th April (3rd of Easter) 12.00 followed 
by Buffet at 9 Milrig Road
150ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATIONS: Sunday 23rd August 12.00 
Mass at St. Columbkille’s Rutherglen, followed by festive lunch at 
the Parish Hall. 
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Your charitable prayers are requested 
for those who have recently died

 
   

May they rest in peace

 and our deceased parents, 
relatives, friends and benefactors.

 

 Mrs. Worton   Rugby

 Nora McCann   Burntwood, Staffs.

 Mrs. Victoria Kren  Melton Mowbray

 Mrs. Rose Harkins  Paisley

 Mr. Maximum W. Pereira Wembley

 Mrs. M. L. Carr   Dover

 Mrs. Justine Estaphanos Barnes

 Joseph Barrie Cowell  Cleveland

 Mary McLoughlin  St Neots

 Mrs. Mary Kelly   Dumbarton

 Mrs. A. Hollingan  Fife

 Godric Smith   Kalamunda, W. Australia
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Please make cheques and Postal Orders payable to: 
‘The White Fathers.’

You can now donate online. Have a look on our homepage
 http://www.missionariesofafrica.org.uk

Thank you for your generosity.
Special thanks to all our  faithful supporters who regularly and unfailing-
ly donate by Standing Order, particularly those who are able to Gift Aid 
their donations.

White Fathers in England & Wales: 
Registered Charity No. 233302
Charity Registered in Scotland No. SC037981                ISSN 0262-1061 Issue No.437

Every letter or donation receives a 
personal acknowledgement.

St. Anthony’s Burse

By contributing to St. Anthony’s 
Burse for the education of 
White Fathers, you will be 
helping to spread the Good 
News of the Gospel in Africa.

The Bursary Fund is open to 
donations of all kinds, large or 
small.

Donations should be addressed 
to: 
 
THE WHITE FATHERS
 15 Corfton Road,  
LONDON W5 2HP

THE WHITE FATHERS
9 Milrig Road, 
GLASGOW G73 2NG
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Information
 

In England & Wales:        
The White Fathers
15 Corfton Road
London W5 2HP
email: corfton@mafrgb.org.uk    
tel: 0208 601 7900

In Scotland:
 The White Fathers
9 Milrig Road
Glasgow G73 2NG
email: wfscotland@btconnect.com     
tel: 0141 613 0209
tel: 0141 613 0039

Enquiries concerning the Magazine should be addressed to: 
The Editor, 

MISSIONARIES OF AFRICA (WHITE FATHERS)
15 Corfton Road
London W5 2HP

Find out more about us at:
www.missionariesofafrica.org.uk

Gift aid form available on our website 
    http://www.missionariesofafrica.org.uk

White Fathers in England & Wales
 Registered Charity No. 233302

Charity Registered in Scotland No. SCO37981      ISSN 0262-1061

The White Fathers
Missionaries of Africa 



GIFT AID DECLARATION 
Name of Charity: The Society of Missionaries of Africa (aka The White Fathers) 
In England & Wales, Registered Charity No. 233302 
Charity registered in Scotland No. SC037981 

I want the Charity to treat 

The enclosed gift of £…………… as a Gift Aid donation 
 
OR 

The enclosed gift of £………….. and any donations that I make in the future or have made in the past 
four years as Gift Aid donations 

 
√ Please tick the appropriate box. 

 
You must pay an amount of Income Tax and/or Capital Gains Tax for each tax year (6 April one year to 5 April 

the next) that is at least equal to the amount of tax that the charity will reclaim on your gifts for that tax year, otherwise 
you have the responsibility to pay any difference. 

 
Donor’s Details: Title: Mr / Mrs / Miss / Ms / Other (please state): 

 
Name: …………………………………………………………………...............… 
(HMRC do not allow joint donors) 

 
Address 1: …………………….….……………………………………..………… 

 
Address 2: ……………………………………………………………..………….. 

Postcode: ………………............… 

                              
                    Signature:  ……………………………...............…… Date:………………….. 

 
 
Please complete the declaration and send this page to: 

Missionaries of Africa (The White Fathers) 
15 Corfton Road, London W5 2HP 

or in Scotland to: 
Missionaries of Africa (The White Fathers) 
9 Milrig Road, Rutherglen, Glasgow G73 2NG 

 
Please notify the charity if you: 
1. Want to cancel this declaration. 
2. Change your name or home address. 
3. No longer pay sufficient tax on your income and/or capital gains. 

 
Tax claimed by the charity: 
• The charity will reclaim 25p of tax on every £1 you give. 
• If you pay income tax at the higher rate, you must include your Gift Aid donations on your Self 

Assessment tax return if you want to receive the additional tax relief due to you. 
 
If you would like to make donations by Standing Order,  
please tick on the right and we will send you the appropriate forms: 


